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Tarble Arts Center 
Newsletter --January t99o 
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EXHIBITIONS 
NATHAN LERNER: FIFTY YEARS OF PHCTOGRAPHIC INQUIRY 
-- through January 14, Main Galleries 
Nathan Lerner: Fifty Years of Photographic Inquiry documents this Chicago 
artist's work from 1932 to the mid-1980's. Illustrated is the evolution of Lern-
er's style, which reflects some of the changes in the photograph as an art 
form during the same period. The artist used the camera to make documen-
tary images of the Great Depression, Surreal-related juxtapositions, and ab-
stract compositions influenced by Lerner's work with Laszlo Moholy-Nagy at 
the New Bauhaus. The more recent photographs were taken in Japan, Mexi-
co, and Europe. 
The Bauhaus was founded in Germany ir, 1919, and became synonymous 
with Modern design. Artists Paul Klee and Moholy-Nagy, and architects Wal-
ter Gropius and Mies van der Rohe, were some of the more notable individu-
als who taught for the Bauhaus. The Bauhaus was closed by the Nazi gov-
ernment in 1933. Lerner was one of the first to attend the New Bauhaus 
school when it was opened by Moholy-Nagy in Chicago in 1937. Best known 
for his Bauhaus inspired works, Lerner stated, "My first encounter with Me-
holy's work was electrifying. I saw for the first time paintings that used light 
literally as a medium. It came as a revelation to me." Lerner went on to 
teach at the New Bauhaus (which came to be called the Chicago School of 
Design and then the Institute of Design in Chicago). The artist has also 
taught at the Illinois Institute of Technology and the University of Illinois. 
This exhibition is on loan from the Illinois State Museum, and was organized 
by the Illinois Arts Council. 
FEDERAL UNIVERSITY OF BRAZIL AT SALVADOR ART FACULTY 
EXHIBITION 
--through February 19, Brainard Gallery 
This exhibition serves to introduce the viewer to contemporary art from the 
state of Bahia in Brazil. A total of twenty-three works are on display, with 
styles that range from traditional representational approaches through ab-
straction to more contemporary imagery. Subjects include figure and nude 
studies, still-lifes and landscapes, as well as non-objective compositions. 
Printmaking, as a medium, is exceptionally strong in this selection of works. 
Like most faculty exhibitions anywhere, the imagery and approaches are di-
verse and reflect the Federal University's Art program. 
Co-sponsored by Eastern's Afro-American Studies, this exhibition was orga-
nized by Dr. William Colvin, who is on the faculty at Illinois State University 
and teaches part-time for Eastern's Art Department, and Professor Celia Az-
evedo, from the Federal University of Brazil-Salvador. 
VIRGIL GROTFELDT: RECENT PAINTINGS 
--January 19- March 4, Main Galleries 
In the statement he prepared for this exhibition Virgil Grotfeldt states: 
"There exists in my work a relationship with the Symbolist movement of the 
turn of the Twentieth century. The work of Odilon Radon and Victor Hugo 
specifically interest me. While this relationship exists, I have never denied 
my educational roots which are from the Expressionist school of thought. 
My real interest is in the spiritual and mystical traditions." In viewing the 
seventeen large paintings which make up this exhibition, it is easy to recog-
nize Grotfeldt's affinity with the work of Radon. Enigmatic figures emerge 
from dark torrents of brushwork; fantastic bio-morphic beings hover tenu-
ously on fields of metallic color. But Grotfeldt's paintings are more than a re-
interpretation of Symbolism, and suggest influences of Expressionism, Ab-
stract Expressionism, non-Western art, and the work of contemporary 
artists like William T. Wiley. Grotfeldt states that relying on his subcon-
scious as a resource "has taken me further away from the more formal is-
sues of art-making which tend to lead to 'art for art's sake.'" 
Grotfeldt specified the open spacing of the paintings in this exhibition to en-
courage their individual contemplation. The paintings, none of which are 
supported or framed, are done on large sheets of paper or unstretched can-
vas using industrial paints and bronze powders. Grotfeldt cites his materi-
als as contributing to his freedom of expression: "For me, these metallic 
powders symbolize mystery, spiritualism, and a relationship to the uni-
verse." 
Now living in Houston, Texas, Grotfeldt holds a BA in Art from Eastern and 
an MFA from the Tyler School of Art, Temple University, Philadelphia. His 
work has been exhibited extensively in Texas, as well as in Illinois, Pennsyl-
vania, Mexico, and The Netherlands. This exhibition was proposed by Carl 
Wilen, of Eastern's Art Department, and Milburn Smith, and is co-sponsored 
by the EIU Art Department. Grotfeldt will be in residence at Eastern January 
24-26, be honored with a reception January 27, and present a slide lecture 
January 28 (see EVENTS). 
EVENTS 
CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES: THE CHICAGO CHILDREN'S CHOIR 
--January 21, 3pm 
This excellent and exciting group of young singers, both boys and girls, 
presents an imaginative variety of choral works from early Renaissance mo-
tets to Baroque hymns, from Faure's Requiem to songs of today's compos-
ers. The choir's repertoire also includes gospels and spirituals from the Afri-
can American tradition and folk tunes from around the world, most of which 
are sung in the original language. Founded in 1956, the ensemble attracts 
singers from many different racial, ethnic, economic, and cultural back-
grounds. The singers perform extensively in Illinois, and on tours from coast 
to coast. 
The Tarble Arts Center Chamber Music Series is co-sponsored by the EIU 
Music Department. Admission is by season subscription, or by ticket at 
$4.50, $2.50 for students/senior citizens. Tickets are available at the Music 
Department Office, Doudna Fine Arts Center, weekdays Sam-noon and 1-
4:30pm, or at the door the day of the performance. For ticket information tel-
ephone 581-3010. 
DOCENT'S MEETING 
--January 24, 10:00- 12:00 
Visiting artist Virgil Grotfeldt will present a slide lecture and lead a walk 
through of his exhibition. Individuals interested ;, becoming a Tarble Do-
cent are welcomed to attend this meeting. 
ARTIST'S RECEPTION: VIRGIL GROTFELDT 
-- January 27, 2-4pm 
A reception to celebrate the exhibition Virgil Grotfeldt: Recent Paintings and 
to honor the artist will be held in the main galleries. Tarble members and the 
public are invited to attend and meet Virgil Grotfeldt in this informal setting. 
Refreshments will be served. 
FAMILY SAMPLER SUNDAY 
-- January 28, 2pm 
Beginning at 2pm, visiting artist Virgil Grotfeldt will present a slide lecture 
about his work and the contemporary art scene in Houston, Texas, and the 
Southwest. Grotfeldt has been referred to one of the "rising stars" of the 
Houston School of Painting, a group of artists who have been compared to 
the Chicago and New York schools. Concurrently, a workshop for children 
will be presented in the classroom. 
CULTURAL DIVERSITY LECTURE: DR. REGINALD WILSON 
-- January 29, 7pm 
Dr. Reginald Wilson, the first Visiting Multi-Cultural Scholar at Eastern of this 
recently initiated program, will present a lecture as the first public program of 
his residency. This lecture is sponsored by the Office of Academic Affairs. 
MEMBERSHIP MAILING LISTS TO BE REVISED 
The Tarble staff is in the process of updating the mailing lists. As part of this 
effort, the Tarble Program Board voted to purge from the TAC Membership 
mailing list the members who have not renewed their membership within the 
last two years. A letter will be going out soon to those who fall under this cat-
egory asking for a membership renewal. As much as we would like to contin-
ue to send the newsletter and other materials to everyone currently on the 
mailing list, this has become cost prohibitive, as well as somewhat unfair to 
the many people who continue to support the Tarble through membership 
contributions. Those who do not renew will be removed from the Membership 
mailing list. If you are in doubt about your membership status, please con-
tact the Tarble office 
Sustaining Patron: 
Vaughn & Ruth Jaenike 
Supporting Patron: 
The Bank of Casey 
Leonard & Olga Durham 
Family Patron: 
Gaye Harrison 
Douglas & Joann Meyer 
Robert & Shirley Karraker 
Anthony Schaeffer 
Rose Mary & Maurice Shepherd 
Mr. & Mrs. J. W. Schilling 
J. W. & Marilyn Oglesby 
Marjorie Ramsey 
Rev. & Mrs. Max White 
Individual Patron: 
Bicentennial Art Center 
Juanita Bock 
Craig & Craig, John H. Armstrong 
Robert E. Hennings 
Jill Nilsen 
Virginia T. Robinson 
J. W. Schilling 
Jacqueline Worden 
Jack M. Wyeth 
Student/Senior Patron: 
Bill Anderson 
Mrs. Marie Bales 




Eva C. Honn 
Leffel Livesay 
Dorothea V. McDonald 
Mr. & Mrs. Don Neal 
Dolores Niedringhaus 
Ethel S. Phipps 
Carl E. Shepard 
M. June Weaver 
Allegra Wilber 
FROM THE CURATOR 
Tarble Arts Center classes will begin again on February 10 for children and 
February 13 for adults, running through April 21. Children's classes in-
clude instruction in drawing, sculpture, ceramics, and cartooning. Classes 
for adults include instruction in portraiture, ceramic figure sculpture, and 
quilting. A brochure with complete descriptions will be mailed to members in 
January. The registration deadline for all classes is February 9th, 5:00pm. 
December's Family Sampler Sunday was quite successful with 81 people in 
attendance. The Tarble was quite festive with holiday music performed by 
Motherlode (Gaye Harrison, Althea Pendergast,Wendy Meyer , and Becky 
Phipps), and with the Christmas tree donated again this year by Bob and 
Faith Wagoner, Wagoner Tree Farm, Charleston. This is the third consecu-
tive year that the Wagoner's have donated a tree. Thanks to the Wagoners, 
Motherlode, and to all those who attended December's event for making De-
cember's Family Sampler Sunday a success. 
Meanwhile, Happy Holidays! 
--Donna M99ks 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR 
This is probably not the way to start a new year, but I want to apologize for 
the lateness of the Tarble's December Newsletter. You have probably no-
ticed some changes in the newsletter recently --thanks to the efforts of Don-
na Meeks, the newsletter is now computer-generated and printed in a differ-
ent size. These changes were specifically made to facilitate a shorter 
newsletter production time, especially in printing. Believe it or not, the Tarble 
staff made a special effort to get the December Newsletter out early, but 
problems at the printer created an unavoidable delay. 
On a much more positive note, I want to thank Phoebe Church and EIU's 
Physical Education Department, David Milberg and the University Union 
Board, Madeline lgnazito and the Charleston Area Arts Council, and the Mat-
toon and Charleston School Districts and PTOs for helping to make The Nut-
cracker matinee a success. Despite some limitations posed by McAfee 
Gymnasium, the Indianapolis Ballet put on a wonderful production. This pro-
gram presented dance to 1 ,500 3rd through 6th graders, and served as a pi-
lot should the opportunity for this kind of program come again. As Phoebe 
Church pointed out, this was probably the first live professional dance pro-
duction seen by the vast majority of students attending. The Physical Edu-
cation Department provided the facility and student assistants, the UUB 
scheduled the evening performance which made the matinee possible, 
Phoebe Church worked out the arrangements with the schools, the PTOs 
provided funding for bus transportation, the Charleston Area Arts Council 
provided volunteers to direct and seat the students, and the matinee was 
funded by the Tarble and the Physical Education Department. This was real-
ly a group effort. 
At the end of this month Edith Malehorn, the Tarble's secretary of the past 
five years, is retiring from Eastern. Over Edie's tenure she has been instru-
mental in revising the Tarble's files, internal bookkeeping, and records in 
general, thereby providing a foundation for the efficient administration of the 
TAC. Edie has helped guide the staff and volunteers through some of the red 
tape that seems to menace all too often, and has shown an unusual capacity 
for flexibility and tolerance in the face of a myriad of ever-changing pro-
grams, student workers, and demands on her time. And she has helped me 
with my spelling. She will be missed, but only in a civil service capacity --
Edie has already volunteered to help with the identification, research, and 
registration of the Buzzard Textile Collection of the Folk Arts Collection and 
other volunteer efforts. Edie's employment at Eastern will end after nearly 
ten years, but her association with EIU (which far exceeds ten years) will 
continue. I know I speak for all of the Tarble staff -- acting and permanent, 
volunteers and student workers -- and the many other Tarble patrons and 
Eastern staff members when I say to Edie, thank you, we appreciate all you 
have done. 
-- Michael Watts 
UPCOMING FOR FEBRUARY 
Chamber Music: Aebersolde & Neiweem -- Feb. 4, 3pm 
Winter Classes/Workshops begin -- Feb. 10 
Family Sampler Sunday -- Feb. 18, 2pm 
Exhibition: Early Linguistic & Lexicongraphic Works-- Feb. 24- Mar. 11 
Illinois Medieval Association Annual Conference -- Feb. 24 
Chamber Music: Burgundian Consort -- Feb. 25, 3pm 
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T arble Arts Center 
College of Fine Arts 
Eastern Illinois University 
Charleston, Illinois 61920-3099 
Staff: 
Michael Watts, Director 
Donna Meeks, Curator of Education 
David Pooley, Registrar 
Edith Malehorn, Secretary 
Dr. Vaughn Jaenike, Dean, College of Fine Arts 
Volunteer Coordinators: 
Maggie Hollowell and Corrine Joyner, Docent Program 
Ruth Jaenike, Gift Shop 





Permit No. 24 
Charleston, Illinois 
Open Hours: Tuesday - Friday lOam - 5pm, Saturday lOam - 4pm, Sunday 1 - 4pm; Closed Mondays and holidays. Admission is 
free unless otherwise noted. For information or to schedule a group tour, telephone 217/581-ARTS(2787). The Tarble Arts Cen-
ter is located on South Ninth Street at Cleveland Avenue, on the Eastern Illinois University campus. 
The Tarble Arts Center is partially supported by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency, and the National Endow-
ment for the Arts. 
